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The help which the so-called experimental or psychological novel 
renders to the true understanding of human nature is very feeble 
when we look over the real and serious contributions of works such 
as those I have just mentioned.* 

Lucien Arreat. 
Paris. 



THE PARIS INTERNATIONAL BOOK-EXHIBITION. 

Every summer, after the close of the salon, an exhibition of 
some sort is opened in the Palais de l'lndustrie and continued till 
winter sets in. These exhibitions are generally of rather a trivial 
nature. The chief attraction for most of the visitors, especially dur- 
ing the summer months, is the band which plays twice a day in the 
large covered garden given up to the sculpture during the salon. 
But this year's exhibition promises to be a notable exception to the 
rule, for it is to be devoted to a large and complete display of every- 
thing connected with books. 

The approaching ' ' Exposition Internationale du Livre et des 
Industries du Papier," which begins this July and continues till 
December, will be held under the patronage of the Ministers of In- 
dustry, Public Instruction, Fine Arts, and Public Works, and under 
the immediate direction of the Paris Publisners' Club (Cercle de la 
Librairie). The committee of patrons includes the names of the 
leading French publishers, of several members of the Academy, of 
well-known journalists and men-of-letters, of the directors of three 
of the great public libraries and of members of both Houses of Par- 
liament. The Director-General is M. Georges Senechal, an ex-officer 
of the French navy, who has had wide experience in exhibitions. 

The exhibits will be divided into fourteen groups, subdivided 
into thirty-seven classes, and will embrace the whole circle of knowl- 
edge, industry, and science which enters into the production of books 
and its kindred branches, newspapers, periodicals, etc. Thus, 
Group I will have to do with everything out of which paper can be 

*A11 published by F. Alcan. 
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made and, at the same time, will offer specimens of the cheapest 
and most costly papers, — hand-made, China, Japan, vellum and 
parchments. Group II is confined to the materials used in print- 
ing, Group III to the machinery, and Group IV to the products, 
such as playing-cards, postage-stamps, exlibris, and the finest kinds 
of lithography, etc. Photography forms Group V. 

But the centre of interest of the exhibition will be found in 
Group VI devoted especially to books, where will be seen examples 
of every sort of volume issued from the French and many foreign 
presses. A fine series of maps will be hung about the walls and the 
whole science of bookmaking will be displayed and exemplified. 
The fact that M. Gruel, President of the Bookbinding Trade, whose 
contributions to the French book section at Chicago will be remem- 
bered by many of The Monisfs readers, has lent his name to the en- 
terprise, tells what may be expected in the department of bibliopegy. 
All fine art publications will be brought together under Group IX, 
while Group X — a retrospective exhibition — will contain many rare 
curiosities loaned by public and private collections, such as papyri, 
manuscript Bibles, autographs, ancient exlibris, etc., and speci- 
mens of old processes employed in the manufacturing of books. 

Group XI will embrace the exhibits of societies, benevolent or- 
ganisations and co-operative printing offices which are in any way 
connected with the book business. Everything pertaining to book- 
cases and libraries, even to their heating and lighting, will be grouped 
by itself — Group XII — while Groups XIII and XIV will be of a 
miscellaneous nature and will include writing-machines, pens, pen- 
cils, new inventions, etc. 

There will be a double jury — the "section jury" and the "su- 
perior jury." Half of the members of the section jury will be chosen 
by the exhibitors themselves and half by the Commissioner-General. 
The superior jury will be made up of the officers of the section ju- 
ries. These juries will award diplomas of honor and medals of gold, 
vermilion, silver, and bronze, honorable mentions and "diplomas 
of collaboration," the last to be given to the best workmen of the 
houses which exhibit. 

The special commissioner for the American and English sec- 
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tions is M. Gaston Rebours, the representative in France of Scrib- 
ner's Magazine. He has formed an American and an English com- 
mittee in Paris. At the head of the latter stands the British Am- 
bassador, while the United States Ambassador has accepted the 
presidency of the American committee, one of whose members is 
Mr. Henry Vignaud, First Secretary of the United States Embassy, 
and an ardent bibliophile as well as a laborious diplomat. 

Theodore Stanton. 
Paris. 



JAPAN AND CHINA. 

The Japanese monthly Richgozasshi, of January, 1893, contains 
an article by Professor Inowye in which he compares Sosi's philoso- 
phy with Christianity, Spencerianism, Confucianism, and German 
pessimism. As Professor Inowye's article is inaccessible to those 
not familiar with the Japanese language, we here present a resume" 
of Sosi's philosophy, which is too little known among Western 
scholars.* 

Sosi was born in the country of So, China, 400 years B.C. He 
was known as an eloquent orator, energetic writer, and learned phi- 
losopher. He left his noble work entitled with his own name, and 
it is read by all scholars in the literary line and admired by modern 
philosophers. By virtue of his doctrine, which partly coincides with 
Buddha's "Nirvana" and partly with Schopenhauer's pessimism, 
he duly belongs to the modern idealistic school. 

Sosi was no less a great thinker than Plato or Socrates, who 
lived in the same age. If his doctrine could be carefully tested by 

*We present here a table of the names referred to in this article, in Japanese 
and Chinese, as the spoken sounds of the same literal characters differ in the two 
languages. 

JAPANESE CHINESE JAPANESE CHINESE 

S6si Chwang-Tsz Sika Tsz'-Kwa 

S6 Sung Shusi Cho-Tsz' 

So Sii ChosSkosi Chang-Sang-Kung-Tsz' 

I, (Eh) W« Kan-insi KwanYinTsz' 

Bokusui P'oh-Shwui Rosi Lao-Tsz' or Lau-Tsze 

Gi Wei Tokakusi Tau-Kwo-Tsz' 

Kautaishi or Kantaishi . Kwan-T'ui-T' sz' Keisi K'ing-Tsz' 

Densiho T' ien-Tsz' Fang Ressi Lieh-Tsz' 



